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Srate of California The Resources Agency

Memorandum

Date. MAY 0 2 2002

To:

Dan Ray

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Sth Street, Suite 630
Sacramemnto CA 95814

Gwen Knittweis, Senior Enginear%
North Delta Planning Branch

Frem  Department of Water Resources

sumect: DWR North Delta Planning Comments on the 2002 PSP Selection Panel Recommendations

Dan:

I am with DWR Office of SWP Planning's North Deilta Planning Braneh. We are preparing an
EIR/EIS for North Delta Flood Control iImprovements under the CALFED Program. My staff and |
would like to make the following comments regarding the recent CALFED ERP 2002 PSP Sejection
Panel Recommendations for funding:

Proposal #58 “Staten Island Wildlfe Friendly Farming Demonstration” needs 1o pe carefully
coordinated with the CALFED North Delta planning effort. Staten Island is being considered as part
of the North Delta regional solution in various configurations that include portions of the lsland
serving as a flood bypass or with setback levees. Although impravements to Staten agricultural
practices to enhance Sandhill Crane habitat are consistent with the intent of North Delta planning
(and provisions of the purchase agreements for Staten), we need to ensure that any infrastructure
improvements are cansistent with potential future use of the 1sland as pan of the flaad soluton  For
example, we should not build interior levees in areas that may be incorporated within a levee
setback or otherwise remaved Provision must be made that any Staten improvements he
consistent with the CALFED North Delta Planming process.

Proposal #168 "McCormack-Williamson Tract Restoration: Wildiife Friendly Levee
Management” needs to be carefully coerdinated with the North Delta Planning effort as well (PSP
comments reflect this point, but we wish to further stress it). McCormack-Willamson Tract s also
being considered as pan of the North Deita regional solution in various configurations. Some
proposed configurations are not congistent with upgrading the entire portion of eastern levee
descrnbed in the proposal. However, most McCormack-Willamson configurations being considered
will require that portions or ail of the levee work described be performed for intemal erosion control
50 the effort has potential to well support North Delta planning efforts. Also, there is a concern that
taking borrow from the interior of the island must be done in a way that 1s consistent with future
potential eécosystem restoration plans. Again. it must be wall toordinated with CALFED North Deita
planning. The Nature Conservancy is well integrated into the North Deita planning process, so we
are confident this coordination will occur, but we would like it to be included in the proposal funding
agreement.
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May 10, 2002
Patrick Wright, Executive Office
CALFED T
- 1416 Ninth Swreer, 11 Floar
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Comments on 2002 Ecosystem Restoration Grants Recommended for

Funding in the Deltz Primary Zone
Dear Mr. Wright:

The Delra Protectica Commission is the State-authorized land use planning agency for
the Pomary Zone of the Delta. The Commission has planning and limted regulatory
authority over Jocal government actions in the Primary Zone. The Commussion dogs not
have authority over State or federal acuons, so these comments are advisory only. The
fill Commission has not had the opportunity 1o review the projects proposed for funding,
however, these comments have been discussed and reviewed by the Commission's
CALFED Committze and the fhalrman of the Commission,

’ ‘L'-}
Ahout R0 applications for funding of stidies and projects in the Delta were reviewed by
CALFED. The CALFED Commitice had no comments on stdies that are
recommended for funding; deferred comments on those projects recommended for farther
cansideration by CALFED this fall ("cansider as a directed action") unul such time as
the revised zpplications are submired; and had no comments on projects rot
recommendzd for funding.

The Commirtee has comments on the following projects proposed for fundim g;

Deira Reeion. William Lettis & Assomams, Tnc.: mu 000

Project Deseription: Two year research smdy 1o map geomorphic landforms and
geologic deposits in the North Delta for floodplatn restoration, evaluation of
selective Jevee breach and planning for sethack levee constructon on the lawer
TIVeT Systems.

COMMENT: Data developed should be made availeble at no cost to agencies and
intevested parties warking in the Delia, including the Deltg Protection Comnission
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Restoring Fcosvstem [nt=griry in the Nomhwest Delra, Phase J1, Solano Land Trusr
£1,803.223

Project Dieseription: This projeet has three sub-parts.
One task is development of 2 management plan for Wileox Ranch, which 18 purside of
and west of the Legal Delta,

The second task is study of restoring tdal action to the 1,000-zere site _wned by
Department of Fish and Game which includes portions of Calhoun Cur :nd is bounded 1o
the north by Barker Slough  This site is in the Primary Zone, east of the Jepsen Prairie
Preserve owned and managed by Solano Land Trust, and is in public ownership.

COMMENTS: .

» Funding skould inchide a caomplete inventory of all existing hubites and valnes on
the Department of Fish and Game site; this tusk may require additional funding.

» Analysis af restaration should deseribe how proposed restoratinn would meer
CALFED Eeoxystem Restoration Goals for the North Delta segment af the
Sacremento-San Joagquin Delta Ecolagical Managemen: Zone Jor Phase I (Years

1-7).

The third rask is acquisirion of 775 acres of privetcly-owned land nerth of Barker
Slough/Lindsey Blough (Pembco) and sudy of possible relocation of -he existing leves m
order to restore portions of the site to aquatic and ripanan habiat,

COMMENTS:

s Applicant seates acquisition is exempt from CEQA, but future restoration actions

whick would retire agricultural land skould be evaluated undey CEQA Site is

designated PRIME; Williamson Act dma omitted from application.

CALFED skould condition funds for acquisition so lunds uplend of ary new

sethack levee will be sold to private landovwner for permanent agriculiural use with

acress 1o ripurian water, and not sold or transferred 1o a State or federal ggency.

To further long-term protection of Delta agriculurgl land, an agriculural

easement should be associated with the new remnant parcel [Note: This aption is

included in the application].

«  Proposed levee sethack project would reguire review end appraval from
Reclamation District 2060 and Solans County. Coordination end letters indicating
pasitions of eack should be required by CALFED prior to funding acquisition [PSP
requires "consistent with County General Flan, ar evidence af local government
suppart"'].

s Applicant should coordinaze with Reclamation Distric? 2060 ta enswre that
apprapriate studies that may be required far evaluation of a new setback levee are
included in this study phase {gealogy, sails, fload cantrol, secpage issues, etc). This
task may require additional funding.

o  CALFED should require the project proponents to present the long-term plan for
lands in the Primary Zone at a public meering of the Delta Protection Commission
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MecCarmack Willismson Tract Resrpranon: Wildlife-Friendly [ever Managemenr, The

Nazture Congervancy: 32,476,835

Projeer Description: Island is owned by The Nawre Conservancy, furds from CALFED.
Height of eastern {evee is restricred by legal agreement, so Tsland designed to flged
before other nearby islands. Island within study area of CALFED/DWR North Deha
Imgprovements Project. Island may be floodway and/or tidal habitat rectorafon, Eifker
Tumre use requires reconsituction and reconfiguration of interior levees to sliminate
erzsion. Pilot project completed in 2001 10 reslope ar 811 and plant.  This fisnding wouid
allow additional levee reconstruction werk and associated planting,

COMMENTS:

e Desipn and construction of reconfigured levees should nor preclude full analysis of
vighle alternatives curvently ynder evaluation as part of the North Deltu
Impravements Project The entire North Delia Improvemenss Project will be
reviewed by the Delta Protection Commission

Sraven Island Wildlife Friencly Farmir g Demonstration. Ducks Unlimited; 1,507,456

LA ect Deseription: On Staten Island, owned by The Nature Conservancy, and purchased

%80

h CALFED ERP funds approved land year, Ducks ynlimited will construct small

iaternal levees to allow seasonal flooding of agricultural lands to serve as seasonal
habitat. The project includes construction of a new four-unit pumping facility thar will
ailaw water to stay on the upper portiens of the Island for a longer pariod of time, and yet
be drained for plannng. The pump staton would release waters into South Fork of the
Mokelumne. Finally, the project includes a three-year momitoring project of the
discharge from the flooded areas. Island is within siudy erea of CALFED/DWR North
Lelta Improvemems Project. Island may be used a5 floodway and will be managed
permancntly for wildlife-friendly agriculure.

COMMENTS:

»  Design and construction of the new levees and pump station should not preclude
Jull analysis of viahle alternatives currently under evaluation as pirt of the North
Delta Inpravements Project, suck ns use of Staten Island as a floodway or with

_ sethack levees. The entire North Dehia Fmprovements Project will be reviewed by
the Delig Protection Commission. This comment has alsa been subnsitted by
Department of Water Resources staff.

* Design and conswruction of reconfigured levees should support or be neutral for
agriculture activities on Staten Island as well as seasonal wildlife habitar. A memo
tn that effect was sent to Deha Protection Commission by The Nature Conservancy

staff.

ainabls Rastara
ART, Inc.: $1,800,00
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Project Deseription: The project builds upon experiences along Mokelumne River and
Georgiana Sleush protecting more than 11,000 linear feet of bank using wildlife-friendly
biotechnical techniques and several miles of 1idal marsh restoration using specialized
planting methods. The methods are “low-tech® and cost-effective and serve to protect
levess while at the same time vestoring valugble riparian and tidal marsh habitat. Propose
0 cantimye along Georgiana Slaugh and new efforts an Sacramento River (Brannan-
Andrus Island); below Ria Vista as the base of the Montezuma Hills; near Courtland;
Steamboat Slough (Crand Island); Sumer Slough and Miner Slough (RD 999).

COMMENTS: Suppor:

Thank you for the opsormunity to review and comment on the project proposed for
funding by the CALFZD program. We look forward to review an addrtional proup of
projects this fall. Pleass da not hesitare to call if you need additional information abowt
these comments.

Sincerely,

Margit Arambun:
Execu}iT Dhirector

Cc: Delis Protection Commissioners !
Dan Castleberry, CALFED ERP Program |
Harry Englebnghy, Solano County Planning Department
Pam Muick, Solano Land Trust :

Mike Earon, The Nature Conservancy
Christopher Sasso, Ducks Unlimited
Gwen Knittweiss, Department of Water Resources



